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	 Histories and Historicities in Amazionia,	edited	by	Neil	L.	Whitehead,	is	














	 The	 aim	of	 the	 volume	 then	 is	 to	 investigate	 the	 cultural	 schema	 and	
















explores	 the	differences	and	 interconnectedness	of	 indigenous	and	Western	
readings	 of	 landscape	 and	 their	 ways	 of	 producing	maps	 of	 indigenous	




as	a	 strategy	 for	 showing	control	over	 their	culture	and	 territory,	as	well	as	
for	promoting	their	relation	to	and	historical	and	mythical	linkages	with	the	
environment.		Silvia	M.	Vidal	analyzes	the	relationship	between	cartography	











Whitehead.	 	He	discusses	 the	 importance	and	usefulness	of	 the	concept	of	



















































	 This	 collection	 of	 essays	 faces	 the	 challenge	 of	 overcoming	many	
methodological	 and	disciplinary	 chasms	 in	Amazonian	 anthropology—and	
may	be	 said	 to	manage	 the	 task	well.	 	The	 volume	 also	 succeeds	 in	giving	
the	term	“landscape”	new	methodological	and	theoretical	weight,	as	some	of	
the	writers	use	the	term	as	a	tool	in	their	analysis	of	indigenous	histories	and	
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others	 are	not	 quite	 as	 convincing	 in	 positioning	 some	 elements	 as	 central	
to	indigenous	peoples’	traditions	in	their	present	territorial	or	other	political	
struggles.		Furthermore,	it	should	be	noted	that	the	articles	are	predominantly	







Amazon Sweet Sea: Land, Life, and Water at the River’s Mouth.  Nigel J.H. 
Smith.  Austin: University of Texas Press, 2002.  xii + 296 pp., plates, map, 




	 Nigel	 Smith	 has	 produced	 a	 beautifully	 illustrated	 volume	 on	 the	
practicalities	of	natural	resource	management	around	the	mouth	of	the	Amazon,	
with	a	particular	focus	on	Marajó	Island.		In	ten	chapters	he	provides	detailed	














ago	 to	 the	 collapse	of	 the	 rubber	boom	and	 its	 aftermath	 in	 the	 twentieth	
century.		The	following	seven	chapters	deal,	respectively,	with	livestock	ranching,	
several	useful	species	of	palm	trees,	wild	fruits,	agriculture,	 logging,	fishing,	
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